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Summary :

The sun was one of the most captivating celestial objects for the ancient Egyptian.
The Egyptian people, both in the north and the south, recognized the sun as the god
"Ra." They envisioned it as a glowing red disk traversing the sky in a boat, and this
god was depicted in various forms.

Sun worship was the foundation of religious practices in ancient Egyptian
religions. The sun represented the greatest of the gods for the ancient Egyptians,
and they attributed three names to it corresponding to its three phases: "Khepri" for
the morning, "Ra" for noon, and "Atum" for sunset. The daily birth, journey, and
death of the sun were dominant aspects of Egyptian life and thought, to the extent
that they considered it the source of their life, with night representing death. The
sun's daily journey from east to west defined its movement across the sky. The
Egyptians believed the sun rose from the primordial waters because they thought
that since the sun was made of fire, it was mysterious how it emerged from water

every day.

There were two solar boats: "Matit,"” the morning boat, meaning "to become
stronger,” and "Semektet,” the evening boat, meaning "to become weaker." The
forms of the sun god "Khepri,” "Ra,” and "Atum" during the journey are depicted
sitting in the middle of the boat while Horus is the captain steering the rudder. The
sun also appeared as the "winged solar disk,” found on temple fagades for
protection against enemies. Additionally, the solar disk "Aten™ emerged during the

reign of the god Akhenaten, who advocated for his monotheistic worship.
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