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Academic Social Networks use among faculty members
and its impact on knowledge sharing within the university
environment: field study

Abstract:

The research aims to describe and discover the role of the use of
academic social networks in the service of knowledge sharing within
the university environment by identifying the degree and importance
of their use, and the most commonly used networks, focusing on some
sub-variables such as gender and academic degree, and applying the
research to (100) of the faculty members in the faculties and
departments of mass communication in the Egyptian universities were
chosen intentionally (55)males, (45)females, (16 professors),
(2lassistant professors), (28 teachers), (35 assistant teachers and
teaching assistants), in the period from (23) June to (22) July 2022.

The most important results were that the percentage of the
sample’s use of academic communication networks always (42.00%),
sometimes (43.00%), and rarely (15.00%), while non-use did not get
any percentage, and academic networks were significantly important at
(53%). ), the most important academic networks preferred to visit were
Researchgate, then Academy.edu, then Mendelely, and finally Linked
In, and it was found that there was a direct statistically significant
relationship at (0.01) between the use of academic networks by faculty
members in faculties and media departments in Egyptian universities
and the degree of knowledge sharing within the environment. It was
also found that there between the categories of (Professor - Teaching
Assistant), (Assistant Professor - Teaching Assistant) and (Assistant
Professor - Assistant Teacher) in the use of networks and enhancing
knowledge participation, while there were no statistically significant
differences in use between males and females.

Keywords: Academic Social Networks Sites - Knowledge sharing - University staff —

university environment.
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® - Terry Anderson, Challenges and Opportunities for use of Social Media in Higher

Education, Journal of Learning for Development, Vol. (6) ,N. (1) 2019,p. 01.

Avilable at: https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1212505.pdf

® - Hagit Meishar , Efrat Pieterse, Why Do Academics Use Academic Social Networking

Sites?, International Review of Research in Open and Distributed Learning, Vol. (18),

N.(1), 2017,p.3.

’ Giovanni Bonaiuti: Academic Social Networks, How the web is changing our way to

make and communicate researches , REM - Research on Education and Media, Vol. (7),

N. (2),2015, p.4.
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0 _Aleryani , Arwa. Y ., Mofleh, Halima, Alariki , Samah, The Usage of Academic Social
Network Sites by Researchers in Developing Countries: Opportunities and Challenges,
Journal of Information Technology and Networking, Vol (5), N.(2),2017,p51.

1 Tolorunleke, E, Akoji, A, Ibrahim J E , Ishaka, Awareness and Level of Competency
of Academic Social Networking Sites for Research among Postgraduate Students in
South-West, Nigeria, ljsrm.Human, Vol. (14), N.(2),2019, p.17.

2 _Na Li & Denis Gillet,Identifying Influential Scholars in Academic Social Media
Platforms , Conference: Proceedings of the 2013 IEEE/ACM International Conference
on Advances in Social Networks Analysis and Mining , August, 2013,P2.

3 Vincenzo Corvello & Others: Op.cit, P. 377.
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